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Sierra Nevada Conservancy Grant Program 
Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control,  

River and Coastal Protection Act of 2006 (Proposition 84) 
 
Subregion:  NORTH CENTRAL    County: BUTTE 
 
Applicant:  BUTTE COUNTY FIRE SAFE COUNCIL 
 
Project Title:   DEFENSIBLE SPACE CHIPPER PROGRAM 
 
Reference Number: SNC 070295 
 

PROJECT SCOPE 
 
The project would fund approximately 40 days of chipping by a Contract Chipping Service to provide 
residents an alternative to pile burning as part of the defensible space program.  Pile burning on 
private lands has been one of the most common points of ignition for fires that escape within the 
county, causing catastrophic results within the urban interface and the watershed.  By chipping 
instead of burning, the potential for escape fire and destruction of watershed values is significantly 
lessened. The project would continue other work in fuel reduction within the urban interface areas of 
Butte County, and specifically around the city of Paradise. 
 
Specific actions to successfully complete this project include: 

 Hiring a contractor for chipping services; 
 Offering assistance to homeowners in the urban interface around the city of Paradise; 
 Achieving defensible space objectives on approximately 293 acres. 

 
 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 
  
DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE 
Volunteers check condition of landowner-stacked piles June 2008 
Asst. Director coordinates with residents, volunteers and contractor April 2008-June 2008 
Chipping completed on individual home sites June 2008-October 2008 
End of season meetings with contractors and volunteers October –December 2008 
Assess program with contractors and volunteers December 2008 
Final Report/Final Payment Request June 2009 

 
PROJECT COSTS 

 
PROJECT BUDGET CATEGORIES TOTAL SNC FUNDING 
Chipping contractor $52,800
FSC staff travel and oversight $38,390
Supplies, printing of end of season program survey letter, postage $2,385
Administrative $4,870
GRAND TOTAL $98,445

 
Letters of Support: 
• Bureau of Land Management, California State Office 
 
Recommendation: 
Staff recommendation is to fund this project at the requested level of $98,445.  
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